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1
TESTING TRANSACTION APPLICATIONS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Transaction systems, including, for example, banking sys-
tems and/or securities trading systems, may include back end
applications that perform logic that may be necessary to con-
duct transactions. A front end of these systems may be
designed for presentation and ease of use and may enable one
or more users to input information. The front end of these
systems may call one or more applications in the back end in
order to execute the logic to conduct the transaction. In some
situations, these back end systems may be difficult to test
because there may not be a user interface through which to
access them.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In an embodiment, a method may include importing, via
one or more computing devices, one or more web service
components configured to exchange, at least in part, testing
data between a testing application and a transaction applica-
tion. The testing application may be configured, at least in
part, to test the transaction application. The method may
further include testing, via the one or more computing
devices, the transaction application using, at least in part, the
one or more web service components to exchange testing data
between the testing application and the transaction applica-
tion.

One or more of the following features may be included.
The one or more web service components may be further
configured to exchange testing data between the testing appli-
cation and a transaction application interface. The transaction
application interface may be configured to enable, at least in
part, communication with the transaction application. The
method may further include defining, via, at least in part, the
one or more web service components, one or more input
parameters and one or more return parameters for the trans-
action application interface. Testing the transaction applica-
tion may further include receiving testing data via, at least in
part the one or more web service components. Testing the
transaction application may also include passing the testing
data to the transaction application via, at least in part, the
transaction application interface.

In an implementation, the method may include exporting a
transaction application interface configured to enable, at least
in part, communication with the transaction application, to a
software development application. The method may further
include generating the one or more web service components
via, at least in part, the software development application
based upon, at least in part, the transaction application inter-
face. The transaction application interface may be an appli-
cation program interface associated with the transaction
application. The testing application may be configured, at
least in part, to perform functional regression testing on the
transaction application. The method may additionally include
receiving input test data via, at least in part, the one or more
web service components, from the testing application. The
method also include transmitting result test data via, at least in
part, the one or more web service components, to the testing
application.

Inan embodiment, a computer program product may reside
on a computer readable storage medium and may have a
plurality of instructions stored on it. When executed by a
processor, the instructions may cause the processor to per-
form operations including importing, via one or more com-
puting devices, one or more web service components config-
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2

ured to exchange, at least in part, testing data between a
testing application and a transaction application. The testing
application may be configured, at least in part, to test the
transaction application. The operations may further include
testing, via the one or more computing devices, the transac-
tion application using, at least in part, the one or more web
service components to exchange testing data between the
testing application and the transaction application.

One or more of the following features may be included.
The one or more web service components may be further
configured to exchange testing data between the testing appli-
cation and a transaction application interface. The transaction
application interface may be configured to enable, at least in
part, communication with the transaction application. The
operations may further include defining, via, at least in part,
the one or more web service components, one or more input
parameters and one or more return parameters for the trans-
action application interface. Testing the transaction applica-
tion may further include receiving testing data via, at least in
part the one or more web service components. Testing the
transaction application may also include passing the testing
data to the transaction application via, at least in part, the
transaction application interface.

In an implementation, the operations may include export-
ing a transaction application interface configured to enable, at
least in part, communication with the transaction application,
to a software development application. The operations may
further include generating the one or more web service com-
ponents via, at least in part, the software development appli-
cation based upon, at least in part, the transaction application
interface. The transaction application interface may be an
application program interface associated with the transaction
application. The testing application may be configured, at
least in part, to perform functional regression testing on the
transaction application. The operations may additionally
include receiving input test data via, at least in part, the one or
more web service components, from the testing application.
The operations also include transmitting result test data via, at
least in part, the one or more web service components, to the
testing application.

In an embodiment, a computing system is provided. The
computing system may include at least one processor and at
least one memory architecture coupled with the at least one
processor. The computing system may also include a first
software module executable by the at least one processor and
the at least one memory architecture, wherein the first soft-
ware module may be configured to import one or more web
service components configured to exchange, at least in part,
testing data between a testing application and a transaction
application, The testing application may be configured, at
least in part, to test the transaction application. Further, the
computing system may include a second software module
which may be configured to test the transaction application
using, at least in part, the one or more web service compo-
nents to exchange testing data between the testing application
and the transaction application.

One or more of the following features may be included.
The one or more web service components may be further
configured to exchange testing data between the testing appli-
cation and a transaction application interface. The transaction
application interface may be configured to enable, at least in
part, communication with the transaction application. A third
software module may be configured to define, via, at least in
part, the one or more web service components, one or more
input parameters and one or more return parameters for the
transaction application interface. The second software mod-
ule may be further configured to, at least in part receive testing
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data via, at least in part the one or more web service compo-
nents. Additionally, the second software module may be fur-
ther configured to, at least in part pass the testing data to the
transaction application via, at least in part, the transaction
application interface.

In an implementation a fourth software module may be
configured to export a transaction application interface con-
figured to enable, at least in part, communication with the
transaction application, to a software development applica-
tion. A fifth software module may be configured to generate
the one or more web service components via, at least in part,
the software development application based upon, at least in
part, the transaction application interface. The transaction
application interface may be an application program interface
associated with the transaction application. The testing appli-
cation may be configured, at least in part, to perform func-
tional regression testing on the transaction application. A
sixth software module may be configured to receive input test
data via, at least in part, the one or more web service compo-
nents, from the testing application. A seventh software mod-
ule may be configured to transmit result test data via, at least
in part, the one or more web service components, to the
testing application.

In an embodiment, a method may include importing, via
the one or more computing devices, one or more web service
components configured to exchange, at least in part, testing
data between a functional regression testing application and a
transaction application program interface. The functional
regression testing application may be configured, at least in
part, to test a transaction application configured to commu-
nicate with other software applications via, atleastin part, the
transaction application program interface. The method may
further include testing, via the one or more computing
devices, the transaction application using, at least in part, the
one or more web service components to exchange testing data
between the functional regression testing application and the
transaction application program interface.

The details of one or more implementations are set forth in
the accompanying drawings and the description below. Other
features and advantages will become apparent from the
description, the drawings, and the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic view of a transaction application
testing process coupled to a distributed computing network;

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of the transaction application testing
process of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a diagrammatic flowchart associated with the
transaction application testing process of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is also a diagrammatic flowchart associated with the
transaction application testing process of FIG. 1;

FIG. 5is also a diagrammatic flowchart associated with the
transaction application testing process of FIG. 1;

FIG. 6 is also a diagrammatic flowchart associated with the
transaction application testing process of FIG. 1;

FIG. 7 is also a diagrammatic flowchart associated with the
transaction application testing process of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 8 is a flowchart of a transaction application testing
process.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Referring to FIGS. 1 & 2, there is shown a transaction
application testing process 10. As will be discussed below,
transaction application testing process 10 may import 100,
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one or more web service components configured to exchange,
at least in part, testing data between a testing application and
atransaction application. The testing application may be con-
figured, at least in part, to test the transaction application.
Transaction application testing process 10 may also test 102
the transaction application using, at least in part, the one or
more web service components to exchange testing data
between the testing application and the transaction applica-
tion.

The transaction application testing (TAT) process may be a
server-side process (e.g., server-side TAT process 10), a cli-
ent-side process (e.g., client-side TAT process 12, client-side
TAT process 14, client-side TAT process 16, or client-side
TAT process 18), or a hybrid server-side/client-side process
(e.g., the combination of server-side TAT process 10 and one
or more of client-side TAT processes 12, 14, 16, 18).

Server-side TAT process 10 may reside on and may be
executed by server computer 20, which may be connected to
network 22 (e.g., the Internet or a local area network).
Examples of server computer 20 may include, but are not
limited to: a personal computer, a server computer, a series of
server computers, a mini computer, and/or a mainframe com-
puter. Server computer 20 may be a web server (or a series of
servers) running a network operating system, examples of
which may include but are not limited to: Microsoft Windows
Server; Novell Netware; or Red Hat Linux, for example.

The instruction sets and subroutines of server-side TAT
process 10, which may be stored on storage device 24 coupled
to server computer 20, may be executed by one or more
processors (not shown) and one or more memory architec-
tures (not shown) incorporated into server computer 20. Stor-
age device 24 may include but is not limited to: a hard disk
drive; a tape drive; an optical drive; a RAID array; a random
access memory (RAM); and a read-only memory (ROM).

Server computer 20 may execute a web server application,
examples of which may include but are not limited to:
Microsoft IIS, Novell Web Server, or Apache Web Server, that
allows for access to server computer 20 (via network 22)
using one or more protocols, examples of which may include
but are not limited to HTTP (i.e., HyperText Transfer Proto-
col), SIP (i.e., session initiation protocol), and the Lotus®
Sametime® VP protocol. Network 22 may be connected to
one or more secondary networks (e.g., network 26), examples
of which may include but are not limited to: a local area
network; a wide area network; or an intranet, for example.

Client-side TAT processes 12,14, 16, 18 may reside on and
may be executed by client electronic devices 28, 30, 32,
and/or 34 (respectively), examples of which may include but
are not limited to personal computer 28, laptop computer 30,
a data-enabled mobile telephone 32, notebook computer 34,
personal digital assistant (not shown), smart phone (not
shown) and a dedicated network device (not shown), for
example. Client electronic devices 28, 30, 32, 34 may each be
coupled to network 22 and/or network 26 and may each
execute an operating system, examples of which may include
but are not limited to Microsoft Windows, Microsoft Win-
dows CE, Red Hat Linux, or a custom operating system.

The instruction sets and subroutines of client-side TAT
processes 12, 14, 16, 18, which may be stored on storage
devices 36, 38, 40, 42 (respectively) coupled to client elec-
tronic devices 28, 30, 32, 34 (respectively), may be executed
by one or more processors (not shown) and one or more
memory architectures (not shown) incorporated into client
electronic devices 28, 30, 32, 34 (respectively). Storage
devices 36, 38, 40, 42 may include but are not limited to: hard
disk drives; tape drives; optical drives; RAID arrays; random
access memories (RAM); read-only memories (ROM); com-
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pact flash (CF) storage devices; secure digital (SD) storage
devices; and memory stick storage devices.

Client-side TAT processes 12, 14, 16, 18 and/or server-side
TAT process 10 may be processes that run within (i.e., are part
of) a software development platform (e.g., IBM® Rational®
Software Development Platform). Alternatively, client-side
TAT processes 12, 14, 16, 18 and/or server-side TAT process
10 may be stand-alone applications that work in conjunction
with the software development platform. One or more of
client-side TAT processes 12, 14, 16, 18 and server-side TAT
process 10 may interface with each other (via network 22
and/or network 26). TAT process 10 may also run within any
software development application and/or any software testing
application.

Users 44, 46, 48, 50 may access server-side TAT process 10
directly through the device on which the client-side TAT
process (e.g., client-side TAT processes 12, 14, 16, 18) is
executed, namely client electronic devices 28, 30, 32, 34, for
example. Users 44, 46, 48, 50 may access server-side TAT
process 10 directly through network 22 and/or through sec-
ondary network 26. Further, server computer 20 (i.e., the
computer that executes server-side TAT process 10) may be
connected to network 22 through secondary network 26, as
illustrated with phantom link line 52.

The various client electronic devices may be directly or
indirectly coupled to network 22 (or network 26). For
example, personal computer 28 is shown directly coupled to
network 22 via a hardwired network connection. Further,
notebook computer 34 is shown directly coupled to network
26 via a hardwired network connection. Laptop computer 30
is shown wirelessly coupled to network 22 via wireless com-
munication channel 54 established between laptop computer
30 and wireless access point (i.e., WAP) 56, which is shown
directly coupled to network 22. WAP 56 may be, for example,
an IEEE 802.11a, 802.11b, 802.11g, 802.11n, Wi-Fi, and/or
Bluetooth device that is capable of establishing wireless com-
munication channel 54 between laptop computer 30 and WAP
56. Data-enabled mobile telephone 32 is shown wirelessly
coupled to network 22 via wireless communication channel
58 established between data-enabled mobile telephone 32
and cellular network/bridge 60, which is shown directly
coupled to network 22.

As is known in the art, all of the IEEE 802.11x specifica-
tions may use Ethernet protocol and carrier sense multiple
access with collision avoidance (i.e., CSMA/TAT) for path
sharing. The various 802.11x specifications may use phase-
shift keying (i.e., PSK) modulation or complementary code
keying (i.e., CCK) modulation, for example. As is known in
the art, Bluetooth is a telecommunications industry specifi-
cation that allows e.g., mobile phones, computers, and per-
sonal digital assistants to be interconnected using a short-
range wireless connection.

The Transaction Application Testing (TAT) Process

For the following discussion, server-side TAT process 10
will be described for illustrative purposes. It should be noted
that client-side TAT process 12 may interact with server-side
TAT process 10 and may be executed within one or more
applications that allow for communication with client-side
TAT process 12. However, this is not intended to be a limita-
tion of this disclosure, as other configurations are possible
(e.g., stand-alone, client-side TAT processes and/or stand-
alone server-side TAT processes.) For example, some imple-
mentations may include one or more of client-side TAT pro-
cesses 12, 14, 16, 18 in place of or in addition to server-side
TAT process 10. It should be noted that one or more of the
operations of the TAT processes discussed herein may be
performed solely by the one or more TAT processes, solely by
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one or more of a transaction application, a testing application,
and a software development application, or by a combination
of one or more of the TAT processes and one or more of the
transaction application, the testing application, and the soft-
ware development application.

Back end systems of transaction applications that perform
logic that may be necessary to conduct transactions (e.g.,
banking transactions, securities trading transactions, etc.)
may not have interfaces that make them accessible for testers.
In some situations, testers may design front end applications
for the specific purpose of testing these back end applications.
These front end applications are sometimes referred to as
scaffolding, and may enable testers to exchange testing data
with the back end applications. Sometimes, this leads to
insufficient testing of back end applications, or no testing at
all. Sufficient testing may be easier to conduct if testers can
avoid designing front end applications for the specific pur-
pose of testing.

For example, transaction applications may execute in a
transaction server without user terminal interaction (e.g.,
without interaction with a user). One or more transactions
may interact with other components (e.g., calling programs
718 in FIG. 7) through an application program interface to
transmit data parameters to and from the program. This type
of application architecture may allow separation of business
and user functional requirements from presentation of infor-
mation and control. Since there is no user terminal interface,
it may be difficult for developers of these transaction appli-
cations to test them. By integrating one or more of: an appli-
cation program interface of the transaction application (e.g., a
transaction application interface), web services definitions
(e.g., web service artifacts and/or components), a web ser-
vices development application and/or tooling (e.g., a software
development application), and an automated functional test-
ing tool (e.g., a testing application), the testing of these trans-
action applications may facilitated for developers.

For example, and referring now to FIG. 3, during testing,
transaction application 300 (e.g., a business application,
banking application, and/or securities trading application),
which may include a back end application, may receive input
test data 302 from testing application 304 and may transmit
result test data 306 back to testing application 304. Result test
data 306 may be the output of transaction application 300
after input test data 302 has been processed by transaction
application 300. Testing application 300 may be, e.g., a func-
tional test tool and may perform functional regression testing
on transaction application 300. Functional regression testing
may be testing configured to find new errors after changes
have been made to an application. If transaction application
300 includes one or more back end applications, it may be
difficult, as discussed above, to pass input test data 302 to
transaction application 300 and receive result test data 306
from transaction application 300 without designing scaffold-
ing for testing.

Referring now also to FIG. 4, during normal operation,
transaction application 300 may have an associated transac-
tion application interface 408. Transaction application inter-
face 408 may provide a set of rules and/or specifications that
other software programs may follow in order to communicate
with transaction application interface 408. In operation,
transaction application 300 may be invoked by transaction
call 404. Transaction application interface 408 may receive
input data 402 from transaction call 404 and may pass input
data 402 to transaction application 300. Transaction applica-
tion 300 may perform operations on input data 402 and pass
output data 406 back to transaction call 404 via transaction
application interface 408. In this way, transaction application
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interface 408 may be used to pass data to and receive data
from transaction application 300. In some situations, trans-
action application interface 408 may be used to pass test data
to and receive results data from transaction application 300 to
assist in testing.

Further, the transaction application interface may be used
to create, derive, or generate one or more web service artifacts
and/or components. A web service may be a software system
designed to support computer interaction over a network. A
web service definition language may be a language for
describing functionality available from a web service and
may describe how one or more web services can be called, the
parameters of the web service, and more. The one or more
web service components may be used to pass test data to and
receive results data from transaction application 300 to assist
in testing. Further, in some situations, the one or more web
service components may be used in conjunction with the
transaction application interface in order to pass test data to
and receive results data from transaction application 300 to
assist in testing.

Referring now also to FIGS. 1 and 5, TAT process 10 may
import 100 one or more web service components (e.g., web
service components 502, 504) configured to exchange, at
least in part, testing data (e.g., input test data 302, result test
data 306) between testing application 304 and a transaction
application 300. Testing application 304 may be configured,
at least in part, to test transaction application 300. Further,
TAT process 10 may test 102 transaction application 300
using, at least in part, one or more web service components
(e.g., web service components 502, 504) to exchange testing
data (e.g., input test data 302, result test data 306) between
testing application 304 and the transaction application 300.

Referring now also to FIG. 6, the one or more web service
components (e.g., web service components 502, 504) may be
(104) further configured to exchange testing data (e.g., input
test data 302, result test data 306) between testing application
304 and transaction application interface 408. Transaction
application interface 408 may be configured to enable, at least
in part, communication with transaction application 300. For
example, transaction application interface 408 may be a set of
rules and/or specifications for allowing other software pro-
grams to communicate with transaction application 300. In an
embodiment, TAT process 10 may define 106 via, at least in
part, one or more web service components (e.g., web service
components 502, 504), one or more input parameters and one
or more return parameters for transaction application inter-
face 408. These input parameters and return parameters may
be configured in accordance with the rules and/or specifica-
tions of transaction application interface 408 for allowing one
or more web service components to (e.g., web service com-
ponents 502, 504) to communicate with transaction applica-
tion 300.

Continuing the with the example, above TAT process 10
may receive 108 testing data (e.g., input test data 302) via, at
least in part the one or more web service components (e.g.,
web service component 502). Result test data 306 may be
received at transaction application interface 408. Further,
TAT process 10 may pass 110 testing data (e.g., input test data
302) to transaction application 300 via, at least in part, trans-
action application interface 408.

In an embodiment, and referring now also to FIG. 7, TAT
process 10 may export 112 transaction application interface
708 configured to enable, at least in part, communication with
transaction application 702, to software development appli-
cation 706. TAT process 10 may import transaction applica-
tion interface 708 at software development application 706.
Software development application 706 may be a web service
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development application and may support the creation of a
web service. Further, TAT process 10, in connection with
software development application 706, may be configured to
extract transaction application interface 708 and import it for
use in creating one or more web service components.

For example, TAT process 10 may generate 114 one or
more web service components (e.g., web service component
720) via, at least in part, software development application
706 based upon, at least in part, transaction application inter-
face 708. Transaction application interface 708 may be (116)
an application program interface associated with transaction
application 300. Upon generating web service component
720, TAT process 10 may, in connection with software devel-
opment application 706, deploy web service component 720.
Web service component 720 may be deployed to transaction
application 702, or one or more computing devices executing
transaction application 702. In this way, TAT process 10 may
use an application program interface associated with transac-
tion application 300 to create a web service interface to facili-
tate regression testing of transaction application 300.

In an embodiment, TAT process 10, in connection with
software development application 706, may create and/or
generate a web service definition language associated with
the web services and/or web service components used to
communicate with transaction application interface 708. As
noted above, a web service definition language may be a
language for describing functionality available from a web
service and may describe how one or more web services can
be called, the parameters of the web service, and more. TAT
process 10 may, in connection with software development
application 706, export the web service definition language to
testing application 704. Further, TAT process 10 may, in
connection with testing application 704, import the web ser-
vice definition language.

Testing application 704 may be configured, at least in part,
to test transaction application 702. Further, testing applica-
tion 704 may be (118) configured, at least in part, to perform
functional regression testing on transaction application 702.
As mentioned above, functional regression testing may be
used to find new errors after changes have been made to an
application. In an embodiment, testing application 704 may
be configured to perform automatic functional regression
testing. In other words, testing application 704 may execute
regression test cases on transaction application 702 automati-
cally.

TAT process 10, in connection with transaction application
702, may receive 120 input test data (e.g., input test data 712)
via, at least in part, the one or more web service components
(e.g., web service component 720), from testing application
704. Further TAT process 10 may use input test data 712 to run
transaction application 702, which may, in response, output
result test data 714. Further, TAT process 10 may transmit 122
result test data 714 via, at least in part, the one or more web
service components (e.g., web service component 720), to
testing application 704.

Testing application 704 may support web services testing
and scripting capability. Further, testing application 704 may
include a regression test tool. The regression test tool may use
the web service definition to record a script of activities using
one or more predefined parameters to test result set data 714
against one or more predefined, expected values. In this way,
success of the testing of transaction application 702 may be
determined, and appropriate changes may be made, if neces-
sary.

For example, a testing application user may use a func-
tional test tool included with testing application 704 to record
a test session using one or more input and return parameters
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that may be defined by the transaction application interface.
The testing application user may import the web service
definition language to create a web service functional test and
create a data pool of input test data for the transaction appli-
cation along with expected results. The functional test tool
may step through the transaction application and may record
each step and result. When the steps are completed the func-
tional test tool user may save the recorded session as a script
for future testing. In this way, a data pool (e.g., data pool 716)
for the or more input and return parameters and the expected
results may be created for the functional test tool based upon,
at least in part, the script from above. The functional test tool
user may then execute the recorded script, using the data in
the data pool, to test the transaction application.

The functional test tool may communicate with the web
service component associated with the transaction applica-
tion using simple object access protocol (SOAP) and/or TCP/
IP protocol and may execute a functional test of the transac-
tion application using the web service. The web service
component (e.g., web service component 720) associated
with the transaction application (e.g., transaction application
702) may call and communicate with the transaction applica-
tion through the transaction application interface, which may
be an application program interface.

When the transaction application has run with the input test
data (e.g., input test data 712 from data pool 716), it may
return the results (e.g., result set data 712) through transaction
application interface 708 to web service component 720. Web
service component 720 may send the results back to the
functional test tool (e.g., associated with testing application
704). The functional test tool may compare the results against
the expected results that may be stored in the data pool. The
results may then be reported to the user by the functional test
tool.

Referring now also to FIG. 8, in an embodiment, TAT
process 10 may import 100 one or more web service compo-
nents (e.g., web service component 720) configured to
exchange, at least in part, testing data (e.g., input test data
712, result test data 714) between a functional regression
testing application (e.g., testing application 704) and a trans-
action application program interface (e.g., transaction appli-
cation interface 708). The functional regression testing appli-
cation (e.g., testing application 704) may be configured, at
least in part, to test transaction application 702. Transaction
application 702 may be configured to communicate with
other software applications via, at least in part, transaction
application program interface 708. Further, TAT process 10
may test 802 transaction application 702 using, at least in part,
the one or more web service components (e.g., web service
component 720) to exchange testing data (e.g., input test data
712, result test data 714) between functional regression test-
ing application 704 and transaction application program
interface 708.

As will be appreciated by one skilled in the art, aspects of
the present invention may be embodied as a system, appara-
tus, method or computer program product. Accordingly,
aspects of the present invention may take the form of an
entirely hardware embodiment, an entirely software embodi-
ment (including firmware, resident software, micro-code,
etc.) or an embodiment combining software and hardware
aspects that may all generally be referred to herein as a “cir-
cuit,” “module” or “system.” Furthermore, aspects of the
present invention may take the form of a computer program
product embodied in one or more computer readable
medium(s) having computer readable program code embod-
ied thereon.
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Any combination of one or more computer readable medi-
um(s) may be utilized. The computer readable medium may
be a computer readable signal medium or a computer read-
able storage medium. A computer readable storage medium
may be, for example, but not limited to, an electronic, mag-
netic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or semiconductor
system, apparatus, or device, or any suitable combination of
the foregoing. More specific examples (a non-exhaustive list)
of the computer readable storage medium would include the
following: an electrical connection having one or more wires,
a portable computer diskette, a hard disk, a random access
memory (RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), an erasable
programmable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash
memory), an optical fiber, a portable compact disc read-only
memory (CD-ROM), an optical storage device, a magnetic
storage device, or any suitable combination of the foregoing.
In the context of this document, a computer readable storage
medium may be any tangible medium that can contain, or
store a program for use by or in connection with an instruction
execution system, apparatus, or device.

A computer readable signal medium may include a propa-
gated data signal with computer readable program code
embodied therein, for example, in baseband or as part of a
carrier wave. Such a propagated signal may take any of a
variety of forms, including, but not limited to, electro-mag-
netic, optical, or any suitable combination thereof. A com-
puter readable signal medium may be any computer readable
medium that is not a computer readable storage medium and
that can communicate, propagate, or transport a program for
use by or in connection with an instruction execution system,
apparatus, or device.

Program code embodied on a computer readable medium
may be transmitted using any appropriate medium, including
but not limited to wireless, wireline, optical fiber cable, RF,
etc., or any suitable combination of the foregoing.

Computer program code for carrying out operations for
aspects of the present invention may be written in any com-
bination of one or more programming languages, including
an object oriented programming language such as Java,
Smalltalk, C++ or the like and conventional procedural pro-
gramming languages, such as the “C” programming language
or similar programming languages. The program code may
execute entirely on the user’s computer (i.e., a client elec-
tronic device), partly on the user’s computer, as a stand-alone
software package, partly on the user’s computer and partly on
a remote computer or entirely on the remote computer or
server (i.e., a server computer). In the latter scenario, the
remote computer may be connected to the user’s computer
through any type of network, including a local area network
(LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or the connection may
be made to an external computer (for example, through the
Internet using an Internet Service Provider).

Aspects of the present invention may be described with
reference to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of
methods, apparatus (systems) and/or computer program
products according to embodiments of the invention. It will
be understood that each block of the flowchart illustrations
and/or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the
flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be imple-
mented by computer program instructions. These computer
program instructions may be provided to a processor of a
general purpose computer, special purpose computer, or other
programmable data processing apparatus to produce a
machine, such that the instructions, which execute via the
processor of the computer or other programmable data pro-
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cessing apparatus, create means for implementing the func-
tions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

These computer program instructions may also be stored in
a computer readable medium that can direct a computer, other
programmable data processing apparatus, or other devices to
function in a particular manner, such that the instructions
stored in the computer readable medium produce an article of
manufacture including instructions which implement the
function/act specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

The computer program instructions may also be loaded
onto a computer, other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, or other devices to cause a series of operational steps to
be performed on the computer, other programmable appara-
tus or other devices to produce a computer implemented
process such that the instructions which execute on the com-
puter or other programmable apparatus provide processes for
implementing the functions/acts specified in the flowchart
and/or block diagram block or blocks.

The flowchart and block diagrams in the figures may illus-
trate the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible
implementations of systems, methods and computer program
products according to various embodiments of the present
invention. In this regard, each block in the flowchart or block
diagrams may represent a module, segment, or portion of
code, which comprises one or more executable instructions
for implementing the specified logical function(s). It should
also be noted that, in some alternative implementations, the
functions noted in the block may occur out of the order noted
in the figures. For example, two blocks shown in succession
may, in fact, be executed substantially concurrently, or the
blocks may sometimes be executed in the reverse order,
depending upon the functionality involved. Further, one or
more blocks shown in the block diagrams and/or flowchart
illustration may not be performed in some implementations
or may not be required in some implementations. It will also
be noted that each block of the block diagrams and/or flow-
chart illustration, and combinations of blocks in the block
diagrams and/or flowchart illustration, can be implemented
by special purpose hardware-based systems that perform the
specified functions or acts, or combinations of special pur-
pose hardware and computer instructions.

A number of embodiments and implementations have been
described. Nevertheless, it will be understood that various
modifications may be made. Accordingly, other embodiments
and implementations are within the scope of the following
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

importing, via one or more computing devices, one or more
web service components configured to exchange, at least
in part, testing data between a testing application and a
transaction application, wherein the testing application
is configured, at least in part, to test the transaction
application;

automatically generating, via the one or more computing
devices, a web service interface using an application
program interface associated with the transaction appli-
cation to facilitate regression testing of the transaction
application;

exporting a transaction application interface of the trans-
action application configured to enable, at least in part,
communication with the transaction application, to a
software development application;
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generating the one or more web service components via, at
least in part, the software development application based
upon, at least in part, the transaction application inter-
face;
recording, via the one or more computing devices, a script
of activities using one or more predefined parameters to
create a data pool of one or more input parameters, one
or more return parameters, and expected results;

saving, via the one or more computing devices, the script of
activities as a recorded session for future automatic test-
ing;

automatically testing, via the one or more computing

devices, the transaction application using, at least in
part, the saved script of activities and the one or more
web service components to exchange testing data
between the testing application and the transaction
application and executing the recorded script to use the
data pool to automatically test the transaction applica-
tion;

receiving input test data via, at least in part, a first web

service component of the one or more web service com-
ponents, from the testing application;

transmitting result test data via, at least in part, a second

web service component of the one or more web service
components, to the testing application; and

comparing, via the one or more computing devices, results

of testing the transaction application against the
expected results from the data pool.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the one or more web
service components are further configured to exchange test-
ing data between the testing application and a transaction
application interface configured to enable, at least in part,
communication with the transaction application.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising:

defining, via, at least in part, the one or more web service

components, the one or more input parameters and the
one or more return parameters for the transaction appli-
cation interface.

4. The method of claim 2, wherein testing the transaction
application further comprises:

receiving testing data via, at least in part the one or more

web service components; and

passing the testing data to the transaction application via, at

least in part, the transaction application interface.

5. The method of claim 2, wherein the transaction applica-
tion interface is an application program interface associated
with the transaction application.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the testing application is
configured, at least in part, to perform functional regression
testing on the transaction application.

7. A method comprising:

importing, via the one or more computing devices, one or

more web service components configured to exchange,
at least in part, testing data between a functional regres-
sion testing application and a transaction application
program interface, wherein the functional regression
testing application is configured, at least in part, to test a
transaction application configured to communicate with
other software applications via, at least in part, the trans-
action application program interface;

automatically generating, via the one or more computing

devices, a web service interface using the transaction
application program interface associated with the trans-
action application to facilitate regression testing of the
transaction application;

exporting a transaction application interface of the trans-

action application configured to enable, at least in part,
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communication with the transaction application, to a
software development application;

generating the one or more web service components via, at
least in part, the software development application based
upon, at least in part, the transaction application inter-
face;

recording, via the one or more computing devices, a script
of activities using one or more predefined parameters to
create a data pool of one or more input parameters, one
or more return parameters, and expected results;

saving, via the one or more computing devices, the script of
activities as a recorded session for future automatic test-
ing;

automatically testing, via the one or more computing
devices, the transaction application using, at least in
part, the saved script of activities and the one or more
web service components to exchange testing data
between the functional regression testing application
and the transaction application program interface and
executing the recorded script to use the data pool to
automatically test the transaction application;

receiving input test data via, at least in part, a first web
service component of the one or more web service com-
ponents, from the testing application;

transmitting result test data via, at least in part, a second
web service component of the one or more web service
components, to the testing application; and

comparing, via the one or more computing devices, results
of testing the transaction application against the
expected results from the data pool.

#* #* #* #* #*
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